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4.  The   " Visible  World"   (or  the  plane   of
"Form,  Generation and Corruption").

5.  The " World of Man.5'

These Five Planes are often regarded as Three :
the " Invisible,5' the " Intermediate/' and the
" Visible," or yet again as simply the " Visible 9>
and " Invisible.53 Above the cc Plane of the
Absolute Invisible" is an infinity which we
might, perhaps, compare with Dante's " Spaceless
Empyrean." The Sufis regarded the existence
of the soul as pre-natal. Moreover that the full
perception of Earthly Beauty was the remem-
brance of that Supreme Beauty in the Spiritual
world. The body was the veil; but by ecstasy
(Hal) the soul could behold the Divine Mysteries.
As Avicenna, in his poem on the soul, has written:

Lo, it was hurled

Midst the sign-posts and ruined abodes of this desolate world.
It weeps, when it thinks of its home and the peace it possessed,
With tears welling forth from its eyes without pausing or rest,
And with plaintive mourning it broodeth like one bereft
O'er such trace of its home as the fourfold winds have left.

Creation was regarded as the output of the
All-Beautiful. The visible world and all therein
was a reflection of the Divine, an ever-changing
scene full of the Spirit of God. The following
beautiful poem of Jami, from Yusuf-u-Zulaykhd,
will illustrate the Sufi's conception of the Beloved